
TRANSITS

for string quartet

Joseph  Di Ponio



        “Transits” is an outgrowth of my introduction to the philosophy of Mario Perniola as well as the writings of Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari. While Deleuze and 

Guattari posit many aspects of the world as decentered networks that can expand or contract in any direction, Perniola is interested in the erotics of transit between networks. 

In this piece, I play on these concepts by creating  textures that do not have any specific direction of their own. Rather, a number of possibilities were opened up during the 

act of composition. Hopefully this will lead to a number of interpretive and emotional states on the part of the listener. It is not necessary to hear this piece in any one way 

and, in fact, I would prefer that it is not.

Program Notes:

Performance Notes

cl – Col Legno

clb – Col Legno Battuto

sp – Sul Ponticello

st – Sul Tasto

port. – Poco  Portamento

X – Allow the wood of the bow to bounce unmeasured on the string  

||||| – Rapid up bows and down bows in a circular motion between

the finger board and bridge.

Triangular noteheads – Bow behind the bridge.

Noteheads without stems – Play specified pitches out of time with the rest of the ensemble

                                            but within the time alotted. i.e. the time of a measure.

¿ – Noise. Play with too much bow pressure
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* The held tone is hummed.

The transition should be seamless.


